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SPECIAL EDITION: AFFORDABLE HOUSING

By Israel Bayer

to the Affordable Housing Special

Edition. Two out of the year’s 26
publications are special editions - our first
this spring was the popular and
controversial Drug Issue that took a behind
the scenes of Portland’s drug culture, life on
the streets and a broad range of
perspectives surrounding drugs and how we
as a community deal with the taboo subject
matter.

The current affordable housing edition is
without a doubt one of the most difficult and
complex issues this newspaper has ever put
together. The business of affordable
housing, especially in the context of the
recent downturn in the economy, is one of
the most difficult subject matters to
understand, much less convey to readers in
a way that is coherent and compelling.

We hope that readers will walk away with
a broader perspective and learn something
new and informative about a complex
system that most poor folk need to know,
but simply can’t understand - including us.

While Street Roots has worked on the
front lines of poverty for more than 10
years, and have covered a wide-range of
topics on poverty issues, a sense of clarity
swept through the newsroom over the past
two weeks. Like finding that puzzle piece
you had lost after putting the entire puzzle
together minus that one piece days before,
things eventually clicked.

And we have the many people who took
the time with us over the past two week to
thank for that. Thank you for giving us not
just your time, but for being up front and
honest in a business where sometimes the
truth hurts — and more times than not it
hurts the messenger. Thank you for allowing
us to be messengers right along side all of
you.

Street Roots has raised nearly half of its
modest goal of $26,000 for the Winter Fund
Drive through the newspaper and through
the Willamette Weeks Give!Guide.

We ask for your gracious support. This
issue and future issues of Street Roots
aren’t possible without your generous
donations to the organization. In a time
when newsrooms are shrinking and daily
papers are downsizing due to the lack of
advertising revenue — Street Roots relies on
you, the reader, to deliver Portland a
different and honest perspective. Plus, when
you support Street Roots, you're supporting
your local, hardworking neighborhood
vendor. We can't do it without you, folks.

See the back page for ways to give, and
don’t forget: Donations of $500 or more
through the Willamette Week Give!Guide
will be matched up to $2,500 from Street
Roots’ supporters Don and Chrissy
Washburn. Thanks everyone!

Street Roots would like to welcome you

Street Roots
211 NW Davis St.
Portland, OR 97209

Mail to:

Thank you, reader, for your support!

Support Street Roots through the Give!Guide 2008!

Give to Street Roots through the Willamette Week’s 2008 Give!Guide. In the first two weeks, with the
help of folks just like you, Street Roots has raised more than $3,400. You can help us raise more. We
simply can’t do it without you.

With a donation this season, you will:

- Provide a way for more than 200 homeless and low-income individuals to secure immediate and basic
needs, including your friendly neighborhood vendor

- Offer a path to self-sufficiency, including skills development and resumé building

- Foster self-respect and a sense of personal worth

- Expand the opportunities for people experiencing homelessness and poverty to sell the newspaper in
outlying areas of Portland

But Street Roots does more than help individuals. With your donation, Street Roots will commit to:

- Bringing Portlanders alternative news they can’t find elsewhere

- Fostering dialogue about important issues facing neighborhoods and communities throughout the area.

- Advocating for change on issues that affect people experiencing homelessness and poverty

- Reporting on a broad range of issues, including civil liberties, immigration, the environment, economic
development, the war on drugs and much more

- Delivering in-depth journalism and opinions from an international movement made up of more than 90
street newspapers worldwide

Donors can make contributions online to Street Roots via the Give!Guide Web site. Donations are
accepted from the date of the Give!Guide publication (Wednesday, Nov. 12) through midnight Dec. 31.

With each donation of $25 or more, friends of Street Roots receive some great incentives. From TriMet
bus tickets, Dave’s Killer Bread, coffee and gelato, to free yoga classes, donuts, wine and organic dog food —
the incentives offered for supporting Street Roots are fantastic!

But wait! There’s more! For donors under the age of 36, there’ll be a raffle for 10 pairs of Keen footwear,
a basket of Snook’s doggie treats, a check for $1,000, and a year’s ZipCar membership.

* All $500 donations will be matched by Street Roots supporters Don and Chrissy Washburn up to
$2,500.

To donate to Street Roots go to www.wweek.com/giveguide. All donations are tax deductible.

To donate directly to Street Roots make

checks out to Street Roots at 211 NW Davis, G l V E | G U l D E
Portland, Oregon 97209 = | ¥V s \J\JIL/SL_

Thanks for your support!

YOUR DONATION MATTERS

Street Roots is a 501(c)3, nonprofit organization.
All donations are greatly appreciated and may be
tax deductible. | would like to contribute:

§10 $20 $50 $100 $250 $

Send your check to:
Street Roots, 211 NW Davis, Portland, OR, 97209

Donate online at www.streetroots.org



