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Director’s
Desk

Street Roots
211 NW Davis St.
Portland, OR 97209

Mail to:

Thank you, reader, for your support! Donate online at www.streetroots.org

Your donation matters
Street Roots is a 501(c)3, nonprofit organization. 
All donations are greatly appreciated and may be 
tax deductible. I would like to contribute: 
$10   $20   $50   $100  $250  $_________
Send your check to:

Street Roots, 211 NW Davis, Portland, OR, 97209

Street Roots thanks everyone who 
gave to the organization during the 
Winter Fund Drive through the 

newspaper and through the Willamette 
Week Give!Guide. 

Your support goes toward helping Street 
Roots fulfill its mission of producing a 
professional and informative newspaper 
that helps individuals experiencing 
homelessness have a voice and an income, 
while educating the broader public about a 
wide range of issues. Plus, the 
relationships built between vendors and 
local businesses and you, the reader, is 
what makes Street Roots unique and 
worthwhile. Thank you. 

We would also like to thank Willamette 
Week for including Street Roots as one of 
the 55 non-profits highlighted in this year’s 
Give!Guide. All 55 organizations do such 
amazing work in the Portland region. The 
Give!Guide and local non-profits raised 
more than three-quarters of a million 
dollars through the annual program 
developed by the WW. That’s amazing. 
Great work, everyone!

You’ll notice the popular Act Now on the 
back page again. Street Roots will be 
highlighting ways for readers to be engaged 
in important issues facing Portlanders, 
including ways to take action and help local 
organizing efforts. 

If you are involved in a local campaign 
around an issue that’s important to you, 
please e-mail us at streetroots@hotmail.
com and we’ll consider featuring it in Act 
Now. We rely on organizations around the 
region and readers to keep us informed. 

We have also added Act Now to our 
weekly e-mail feeds as another way for you 
to take action and get involved through the 
Web. If you haven’t signed up for weekly 
feeds, please do so. You can sign up at 
www.streetroots.org.  

Street Roots also thanks the more 150 
organizations that helped distribute the 
Rose City Resource in 2008. With your 
help, Street Roots distributed 60,000 
English-language guides and 7,000 Spanish-
language guides to people experiencing 
homelessness and poverty in Multnomah, 
Washington and Clackamas counties. The 
104-page guide allows people to be 
independent in their search for resources, 
including housing, counseling, 
employment, health care, legal rights and 
shelters, to name a few. A special thanks to 
the City of Portland, United Way of 
Columbia-Willamette and 211 Info for 
making the resources possible. 

And in February, Street Roots will 
release its first poetry anthology featuring 
the best of 10 years of poetry and art from 
the newspaper. It will be available through 
our friendly neighborhood vendors for five 
bones. You won’t want to miss it. 

Join Sisters Of The Road and Oregon Action on Jan. 19 for their 30th Annual Martin Luther 
King Jr. event to honor the work of the Poor People’s Campaign.

The MLK Day event will be on the eve of the inauguration of a new president and a fitting 
time to remember Dr. King’s work for economic human rights.

A march from Sisters Of The Road to St. Mary’s Academy will be preceded by a program 
honoring Dr. King and kicking off Sisters’ work to bring economic human rights to our 

community.  
This is a special time in our country; by working together we can use 

this as an opportunity and achieve the goals we all know we need to 
achieve. Please take the time to join us with your friends and family.

The celebration begins at 2 p.m., Monday, Jan. 19 at Sisters Of The 
Road (133 NW 6th Ave).  There will be some snacks before the march. 
At 3 p.m. the march will leave from Sisters and head toward St. 
Mary’s Academy (1615 SW 5th Ave). If you don’t want to march, feel 
free to meet at St. Mary’s around 3:30 p.m. for the program.

Jobs with Justice and a growing number of other organizations, 
including Street Roots, invite you to a town hall meeting on the 

economic crisis.
The meeting will be at 1 p.m., Saturday, Jan. 31, at the First 

Unitarian Church, 1011 SW 12th Ave. 
We have a great opportunity to organize for an economy that 

provides opportunity for working and poor people, an economy that 
helps communities thrive and reverses decades of growing inequality, 
take-backs, union busting, unfair trade agreements, cuts in health 
care and the oppression of the poor. 

In these extraordinary times, it is so important that we be proactive 
and learn, strategize and organize together! 

The event will feature panelists with experience and expertise on the economic collapse and 
ways to organize for solutions. 

At issue: Community engagement

Actnow Come together for MLK Jr. Day March

Organize to address the 
economic crisis

Steps you can take to make a difference
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